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WYNDHAM, POWER FAILURES 

394. Hon JOHN FISCHER to the minister representing the Minister for Energy:   
(1) Will the minister advise the House why Wyndham is experiencing power failures at an unacceptably 

frequent rate?   

(2) Have certain parts from the generator that services Wyndham been removed for use at Halls Creek or 
Fitzroy Crossing?   

(3) If so, what are the parts, and why have they been removed?   

(4) How many megawatts of power are required to service the peak power demands of Wyndham?   

(5) What is the installed capacity of the diesel generators available to service Wyndham?   

(6) Relatively simple technology is required to immediately supply alternative power when there is a power 
failure in the regular power supply; therefore, why is this not the practice in Wyndham?   

(7) When does Western Power anticipate rectifying the existing unsatisfactory power supply in Wyndham?   

Hon TOM STEPHENS replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of this question.  The Minister for Energy has provided the following 
response -  

(1) Western Power recognises the impact power interruptions have on communities, particularly in 
regional areas.  Western Power’s manager of regional power will visit the Kimberley next 
week to meet with the Shire of Wyndham-East Kimberley and other key stakeholders to 
discuss the recent power interruptions in Wyndham.  In the past two months the 10 power 
interruptions to Wyndham have totalled 400 minutes.  There have also been a number of auto 
re-closures when supply was interrupted for less than one minute.  The number and cause of 
the faults include five due to lightning strikes, two due to Western Power work, one due to 
fruit bats, one due to cable joint failure, and one was caused by an accident involving a 
member of the public.  The cable fault, which is being repaired today, required the Wyndham 
town to be supplied via an alternative circuit from Kununurra for an extended period, exposing 
it to more fault activity. 

(2) Yes. 

(3) The stand-by generator, a step-up transformer, was moved from Wyndham to Fitzroy Crossing 
to temporarily replace one of the main supply step-up transformers there while urgent repairs 
were effected.  While the step-up transformer was at Fitzroy Crossing, it was found to be 
leaking oil due to corrosion.  The transformer is currently being repaired in Perth, and will be 
back in service at Wyndham by the end of the first week in December. 

(4) Approximately 1.5 megawatts. 

(5) Approximately one megawatt. 

(6) The Wyndham stand-by generation was commissioned in August 2000.  Its purpose is to 
provide supply security for the town, rather than to improve supply reliability.  Western Power 
installed the generation as security against a long-term failure of the power supply from Ord 
Hydro.  Similar stand-by generation is maintained in the towns of Kununurra and Lake Argyle.  
Before the stand-by generator is started by the Wyndham-based operator, the Wyndham 
system must be checked to ensure the cause of the outage is not within the town.  The system 
is then switched to isolate it from Kununurra, and to prepare it for supply from the generator.  
The generator is then started, and supply is restored to the town.  If the town’s load exceeds the 
generator’s capacity at that time, supply might be rotated, with half the town receiving supply 
for 45 minutes, and then the other half of town being supplied. 

The Wyndham community and key Wyndham-East Kimberley stakeholders have been briefed 
on the purpose and operating procedure for the stand-by generation through newsletters and 
meetings with Western Power in Wyndham.  They understand that about 90 minutes is 
required to carry out the necessary check and to start the generator and restore supply.  Only 
one of the recent outages exceeded 90 minutes in duration. 

(7) The cable fault in the Wyndham supply will be repaired today, and this should improve the 
reliability of supply.  The Wyndham supply line is already constructed to a very high standard, 
but Western Power has further enhancements programmed for this year.  An increase in the 
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capacity of the Wyndham stand-by generation is planned to be completed before the end of 
2003. 

That is the end of the reply from the Minister for Energy.  As the Minister for Local 
Government and Regional Development, with responsibility for the Kimberley, I find it to be a 
totally unacceptable and unsatisfactory situation.  I will be raising the issue directly with the 
Minister for Energy as well, and I will ask that in the implementation of the Western Power 
reforms, the services to meet the needs of communities like this be enhanced. 

 


